Side Rails and Transfer Pole Safety Policy and Procedure
Purpose:  To ensure that residents are adequately assessed for the need for these mobility aid medical devices and that residents and/or their representatives understand the relative risks and benefits of using these devices.
Pre-admission or when there is a change of condition, the resident will be assessed by a qualified assessor who will answer the following questions:
1. Why is the side rail or transfer pole being used with, on or for the resident?
2. What is the purpose of the side rails or transfer pole?
3. Does the side rail or transfer pole enhance or restrict the resident’s mobility?
4. Does the resident have the cognitive, physical and functional ability to safely use the side  rail or transfer pole?
5. Can the resident safely use the device independently or  should  they  always  have  caregiver assist when they use the side rail or transfer pole?
If there is an assessed need, the provider will discuss the risks and benefits of the side rail or transfer pole with the resident and/or the resident representative as stated on the informed consent release form.  The discussion should include the provider and resident/representative agreeing that the benefits of using the device outweigh possible risks to the particular resident, given the resident’s physical, cognitive and functional abilities.  As a result of the discussion of the benefits and risks, the resident/representative is given the opportunity to make an informed decision about the use of the side rail or transfer pole.  The resident/representative always has the right to refuse to use the side rail or transfer pole.
The provider is responsible for:
1. Notifying the qualified assessor and the resident/representative if there is a need for a side rail or transfer pole because of a change of condition after admission. 
2. Notifying the assessor if there is a change of condition which renders the resident unable to safely continue to use the side rail or transfer pole. 
3. Immediately removing the device if the provider can see that the device is no longer safe for the resident.  This must be done while awaiting the assessor visit to update the assessment and care plan.  
4. Ensuring that the informed consent release forms and negotiated care plans have timely signatures reflecting the changes in caregiver interventions.  
5. Faxing or e-mailing the informed consent release form to the primary care provider for her/his information and signature indicating agreement with the use or discontinuing of a side rail or transfer pole.

